
September 18, 2013 

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
Governor of California 
State Capitol, First Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: SB 247 (Liu) - REQUEST SIGNATURE 

Dear Governor Brown: 

On behalf of the EdVoice Board of Directors, 1 write to urge your signature of Senate Bill 247, which 
would maintain a state commitment to fund early warning information on children struggling to learn, 
particularly in literacy. An objective gauge of 2"" grade learning and literacy is critical to help identify 
individual students, and groups of students, falling behind and in need of extra help. 

Research shows that incarcerated juveniles and adults are overwhelmingly more likely to be illiterate than 
the general population. Third graders that are not reading at grade level are 4 times more likely to 
dropout; and, dropouts are 8 times more likely to spend time in prison at a cost of over $40,000 per year. 

Local districts report that if the state doesn't continue to provide for an objective gauge of early learning, 
they'll have to fund the effort from other resources; and, that money will come out of resources targeted to 
classrooms and other programs promised to be restored with the passage of Proposition 30. 

Without a uniform gauge of pupil learning in 2"" grade, teachers will be less likely to know which students 
are struggling readers and are likely to fall further behind in reading and other subjects. And, it would 
undermine California's longstanding goal, also embodied in the Common Core English language arts 
standards, that every child learn to read by the end of third grade. 

We respectfully ask you to sign SB 247 to maintain the state's commitment to early learning and literacy, 
and provide important information to parents and teachers so they can work together to provide extra 
help for struggling students. 

Very Respectf~ 

;6iL1~ 
Bill Lucia 
President, EdVoice 

Cc: Senator Carol Liu 
Gareth Elliot, Secretary of Legislative Affairs, Office of the Governor 
Karen Stapf Walters, Executive Director, State Board of Education 
Judy M. Cias, Chief Counsel, State Board of Education 
Cathy McBride, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor 
Nick Schweizer, Program Budget Manager, Department of Finance 
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