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April 2, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick O’Donnell  
Chair, Assembly Education Committee  
1020 N Street, Room 159 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 
RE: AB 1507 (Smith, McCarty, O’Donnell) as amended on March 26, 2019 – OPPOSE  

 

Dear Chairman O’Donnell:  

On behalf of the EdVoice Board of Directors, I write to express our opposition to AB 1507, which 
would eliminate the authority of charter schools to locate outside of the charter-granting district’s 
boundaries when facilities are unavailable within the district’s boundaries or if there is a 
construction or expansion project. The bill would also only allow charter schools one resource 
center within the jurisdiction of the school district where the charter is physically located.  
 
This bill unfortunately does not address authorizer quality or improve it in any meaningful way, it 
simply places further restrictions on charter schools without any substantiating evidence.  
 
AB 1507 does nothing to advance the interests of students, particularly English learners and 
disadvantaged students that benefit from extra tutoring and after school help, and students taking 
rigorous coursework needing extra help. Resource centers are an important component in 
advancing the needs of students who may need a more flexible, tailored educational program. 
Resource centers, for example, allow students to obtain personalized attention to address special 
language needs and access supports and accommodations to meet the requirements of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and provide the instruction and materials to 
equitably access the full A-G curriculum by providing opportunities to have science laboratory 
work and meet entry requirements for the University of California and California State University.  
 
Students in a blended learning or personalized learning environment can significantly benefit from 
a resource center where they can access additional help, tutoring, computer and science labs and 
interact for teamwork building in some settings. Students who utilize resource centers are 
benefiting from the extra attention and access to rigorous coursework to meet high standards. 
Their experiences and outcomes deserve thoughtful consideration by the Legislature.  
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If you have any questions regarding our position, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Lucia 
President & CEO 
 
Cc:  The Honorable Kevin McCarty, Assembly Member, 7th District 

The Honorable Christy Smith, Assembly Member, 38th District 
Members, Assembly Committee on Education 

 


