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April 2, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick O’Donnell  
Chair, Assembly Education Committee  
1020 N Street, Room 159 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 
RE: AB 1506 (McCarty, O’Donnell) as amended on April 1, 2019 – OPPOSE  

 

Dear Chairman O’Donnell:  

On behalf of the EdVoice Board of Directors, I write to express our opposition to AB 1506, which 
places a limit on the total number of charter public schools allowed to operate in the state.  
 
The cap in AB 1506 is an arbitrary one, based not on the quality or effectiveness of any given 
school, nor the academic outcomes of its students, but simply on how many charter schools are 
authorized and in operation as of January 1, 2020. Under AB 1506, a new charter school would 
only be allowed when another charter school closes within a district. This ignores local needs, 
limits local options and decision-making and prevents charters from ever operating in the 
hundreds of school districts that do not already have any charter schools.   
 
AB 1506 also would prioritize the approval of new charter schools for entities who do not already 
operate another charter school or schools. This would advantage new organizations, instead of 
those organizations with proven track records of success. There are many schools with large waiting 
lists, just one school has over 850 students waiting for the lottery of 90 slots. AB 1506 would 
preclude a successful school from replicating its success and helping to address the demand for 
high-quality public school opportunities for every child. 
 
Additionally, AB 1506 limits the possibility that more students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
in California could benefit from attending a charter school. The Center for Research on 
Education Outcomes (CREDO) at Stanford University found that students in poverty in 
California who are enrolled in a charter school have growth equivalent to 14 more days of learning 
in reading and 29 more days of learning in math than their traditional public school peers. For 
students of color in poverty, the days of learning are even greater. Unfortunately, this bill would 
limit that opportunity of increased learning for future students.  
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Imposing these arbitrary restrictions on charter schools – before the Governor’s Task Force has 
completed its work – is premature and based on no sound evidence about what’s best for kids. 
 
If you have any questions regarding our position, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill Lucia 
President & CEO 
 
Cc:  The Honorable Kevin McCarty, Assembly Member, 7th District 

Members, Assembly Committee on Education 
 


